Clyrnpic Mational Park, Hurricane Ridge  Tue Mar 31 2015 PST Time 11:01 Elevation 5,2
e "htt s M acusMweatherdata/hurricaneridge fnow ™ for Weather




Washington State’s Drought Trigger

Less than 75
Percent of
Normal
Water Supply
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Statewide: 22 Percent of Normal




Factors to Evaluate Hardship

Groundwater users (snowpack drought)

Agriculture

Water purveyors

Fisheries: Habitat and hatcheries

Recreation

Hydropower
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Actions Taken During a Drought

Activate emergency drought permitting

Reach out to major water users in each watershed

Lease water from irrigators who let land go fallow to boost
stream flows

Facilitate transfers of water rights from senior users with low-
value crops to junior users with high-value crops

Protect senior water rights
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Monitoring Conditions and Adapting

Drought Orders may be phased over time

New areas can be added

Parties can petition to have areas added

Orders may be appealed

Drought Order limited to 1 year from time of issuance
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Estimated Budget

Seeking appropriation: $9,000,000

Grants to municipalities (drought wells, interties, infrastructure):
$2,000,000

Leasing for instream flow protection: up to $1,000,000 in Yakima
Basin and $500,000 elsewhere

WDFW request (hatcheries and staffing): $1,000,000

S500,000 for compliance staffing, conservation education and
stream flow monitoring

Higher level response in Yakima Basin: $4,000,000

Note: All items are
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Thank you!

For more information, please contact:

Jeff Marti Dave Christensen
Drought Coordinator Manager, Program Development
360.407.6627 360.407.6647

jeff marti@ecy.wa.gov dave.christensen@ecy.wa.gov

Water Resources Program

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY

State of Washington



mailto:jeff.marti@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:dave.christensen@ecy.wa.gov

